
 

Reports to March Meeting. 

Stroud District Council Report March 2016 

Setting the amount of Council Tax for 2026/17: Council voted to increase the Council 

Tax by 1.99% (any further increase would be capped).  This amounts to an increase of 

£190.67 at band D, an increase of 7p pre week for the services provided by SDC. The 

Government has made an offer on a 4 year settlement of grant. When the final details 

are announced with the final settlement, if it is in the best interest of the Council, then 

we will accept the offer. 

The leader, Cllr. Geoff Wheeler, announced that the District would become dementia 

aware. There will be a series of trainings for members and staff. 

The Credit Union: The Credit Union has set up office in The Ark on 2 lunch times a 

week. This means that people with no bank accounts can open an account. People can 

also have small loans at a lower rate than high street lenders. 

The Independent Remuneration Panel which considers member’s allowances 

recommended that the basic allowance should not be increased from £5,161. 

The Housing Revenue Budget: Subject to implementation of the Housing Bill, social 

rents and affordable rents are to be decreased by 1%. Some planned building will not 

now go ahead. This includes disposing of the freehold interest in Fountain Crescent in 

Wotton onto the open market. Where there was to be affordable housing, this will no 

longer be happening. 

Garage rents will increase by 1%and other landlord service charges at general needs 

properties will remain at 2015/16 levels. Landlord service charges are to be increased 

by 1%. 

New Build Properties: To date 79 new homes have been completed. SDC has an 

objective to deliver 150 new council homes by March 2018 and has also approved the 

regeneration of 3 sites where defective Woolaway properties are to be replaced with 

new homes providing a total number of 236 homes. A combined budget of 19.5 million 

has been approved for the New Homes and Regeneration programme. Sheltered 

Housing: Some 5 million has been set aside to undertake improvement works to the 

schemes we will retain and a detailed review is being undertaken on those sites 

identified for redevelopment. 

June Cordwell 

 

 



 

Report on County Council Matters to North Nibley Parish Council 

7th March 2016.  John Cordwell 

County Council budget 2016/2017 

Public consultation on council tax options for the County Council budget resulted in a 

preference for a 3.99% increase in the precept of which 2% is ring fenced for adult social 

care in line with the Chancellor’s announcement last year.  

 After the consultation began, the Government financial settlement for 2016/17 was 

announced and notification received of the final tax base and collection fund surplus/deficit 

figures from the six district councils. The net effect of these and other small changes was 

an increase in available funding which the Conservative Cabinet intended to add to 

reserves. 

 However, ahead of the budget meeting the Liberal Democrat Group put forward a 

series of proposals to use this windfall to improve services. Almost all of these were 

accepted in whole or in part resulting in the following final additions:  

 - to invest a further £2.075M in road maintenance. Within this, the amount available to 

each councillor for ‘Highways Local’ schemes is being increased from £22.5k to £30k.   

- a £100k investment to improve the implementation process of Traffic Regulation Orders 

(TROs). The Conservatives removed the entire budget for TRO work in 2010. Since then 

the only ones that could be progressed have been those funded by developers, those 

specifically linked to the road safety hotspot list, and those funded from Parish Councils’ 

‘Community Offer’ match funding or from County Councillors’ ‘Highways Local’ funding. 

The long (often two year) delay in implementing even these Orders has also been an issue 

with county councillors and parish councils.   

- in places where the County Council charges residents for on-street parking permits, free 

permits for the first vehicle where it is a Band A VED electric vehicle. (Estimated cost £5k 

per annum.)     

- £25k investment to provide improved mental health support to children and young 

people. 

- £50k to continue for a further year the Liberal Democrat initiative to fund free Y5 pupil 

visits to the Gloucestershire SkillZone, assisting in improving the safety of young people. 

- £20k to the Child Sexual Exploitation scheme to spend on e-safety, with advice from the 

Children’s Safeguarding Board. 

- £150k to undertake some of the cycling schemes proposed in the “Barriers to Cycling” 

report produced last year at the request of Liberal Democrat councillors. 



- £50k invested in seeking solutions to the pollution levels in the county’s Air Quality 

Management Areas, subject to match funding from the district councils.    

  

These changes leave the overall call on council tax payers for County Council services 

unchanged from the Cabinet recommendation. At Band D this equates to an increase in 

council tax of £43.51, to £1134.01. The county council Labour group did not put forward 

any amendments but voted against the budget. 

The capital programme for 2016/17 includes £2.3M funding for the work on the Berkeley 

Bridges. 

Review of Public Transport, Community Transport and Concessionary Fares  

The Cabinet meeting earlier this month considered the feedback from public 

consultation on options to change the way the council invests in local bus services and 

other issues. As you will recall, I raised the issue of the replacement of the 201 service 

with a revised service 87 to Dursley. It was acknowledged that having to change buses 

at Dursley would lengthen journey times and also be an extra obstacle to use of the 

service by elderly and disabled travellers. However, it was argued that this was offset by 

an increased choice of onward journey opportunities by using Dursley as a hub.  

Devolution in Gloucestershire – and Oxfordshire issues 

As I have mentioned previously, the Gloucestershire bid was submitted at the beginning 

of September.  

  More recently the Oxfordshire district councils have proposed a model of four 

unitary authorities, covering not just Oxfordshire. One of the proposed unitaries consists 

of the current West Oxfordshire and Cotswold Districts. This apparently is supported by 

the leader of Cotswold District Council, who is also a Gloucestershire county councillor. 

The repercussions for Gloucestershire would be immense. The proposal has placed 

Gloucestershire’s devolution bid on hold, probably until the autumn.   

John Cordwell 

 


